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Randy was one of those all-American striv-

ers who attended seminars on salesmanship 
and negotiating skills back when he was a real 
estate broker and contractor. He was an avid 
reader and was constantly honing his skills to 
be a more effective and knowledgeable rep-
resentative. He brought many disparate fishing 
groups together in consultation on important 
decisions, yet he was able to take charge 
when necessary and show leadership in times 
of crisis. 

A few days before the ‘‘Fish Fry for the RFA 
at Noyo Harbor,’’ Randy’s friend Jim Martin 
left a message on Randy’s phone saying that 
he needed a pep talk because of some set-
backs he had. A few minutes later he called 
back and said: 

‘‘Oh, Cowboy Up, Pardner.’’
Jim busted out laughing. It was perfect 

Randy: short, sweet and to the point. It was all 
the pep talk he needed. Four words, and 
Randy set him straight. 

Randy Fry was a warrior, a champion for 
the ocean and fishermen everywhere. He is 
sorely missed by his family, friends and col-
leagues.
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HONORING THE SWORMVILLE FIRE 
COMPANY AND THE DEDICATION 
OF THEIR NEW FIRE HALL 

HON. THOMAS M. REYNOLDS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 28, 2004

Mr. REYNOLDS. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure that I rise today to recognize 
the Swormville Fire Company on the occasion 
of the dedication of their new fire hall. 

The Swormville Fire Company has bravely 
served the citizens of East Amherst, NY, since 
its incorporation in 1918. The company was 
founded by a local resident named William 
Smith, and originally consisted of fifteen mem-
bers. In 1937, the company completed work 
on a fire hall, the fire hall that would serve as 
headquarters until earlier this year. 

Today, sixty-seven years after that fire hall 
was built, the company boasts over one hun-
dred members and a top-notch volunteer fire-
fighting operation—so it is fitting that the com-
pany should have a new, top-notch fire hall 
from which to run their operations. Working to-
wards this end, we were able to secure fed-
eral funding of more than $130,000 for the 
company last June. Swormville’s brand new 
fire hall, erected on the same site as their pre-
vious one, will serve both the company and 
the community well. This new, 16,500 square 
foot facility includes five apparatus bays, an 
emergency communications room, a training 
facility, a records storage room, and even a 
weight room. 

Since 1918, the Swormville Fire Company 
has provided a vital service to the community. 
East Amherst would clearly not be what it is 
without them. We owe them a debt for grati-
tude for all they have done over the years, 
and wish them all the best as they continue to 
selflessly serve the community in their new fire 
hall. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that this Congress join 
me in recognizing the Swormville Fire Com-
pany and celebrating the dedication of their 
new fire hall.

HONORING HURST MAYOR 
WILLIAM SOUDER 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 28, 2004

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Mr. William Souder, retiring Mayor 
of Hurst, Texas, for his outstanding service to 
the local community for the past 32 years. 

Mayor Souder is a lifelong resident of Hurst 
and a direct-descendant of the city’s founder, 
William L. Hurst. Like his relative, Mayor 
Souder has taken a decisive role in shaping 
the direction of the community for well over a 
quarter century. 

Mr. Souder, a former banker, served as the 
first Postmaster to the city of Hurst. Prior to 
becoming Mayor he devoted 5 years serving 
as a city councilman. In 1980, Mr. Souder was 
elected Mayor of Hurst and has since served 
an impressive 12 consecutive terms. 

As Mayor, Mr. William Souder has improved 
the lives of those living and working within the 
community. Under his leadership, 90 percent 
of the Hurst’s facilities have been constructed 
or remodeled in a manner that allowed the city 
to incur zero debt. He has also played impor-
tant roles in a whole host of progressive 
projects including the Northeast Mall renova-
tion which has secured the city’s financial se-
curity for many years into the future. 

Mayor William Souder’s positive impact has 
extended well beyond the immediate Hurst 
area through his involvement in the National 
League of Cities, Texas Municipal League, 
and U.S. Conference of Mayors. 

It has been my distinguished honor to work 
alongside Mayor Souder for the improvement 
and development of Hurst, Texas. His leader-
ship and kind heartedness will be missed. Bill, 
his wife Dodie, and the entire Souder family 
have my best wishes and prayers for the fu-
ture.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. PATRICK J. KENNEDY 
OF RHODE ISLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 28, 2004

Mr. KENNEDY of Rhode Island. Mr. Speak-
er, on the evening of September 13 and the 
morning of September 14, I was attending the 
funeral services of Richard Langevin, the fa-
ther of our colleague Congressman JAMES 
LANGEVIN, and was unable to vote on rollcall 
votes 441–450. 

I respectfully request the opportunity to 
record my position on rollcall votes Nos. 441, 
442, 443, 444, 445, 446, 447, 448, 449, and 
450. 

It was my intention to vote ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall 
vote No. 441, ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall vote No. 442, 
‘‘aye’’ on rollcall vote No. 443, ‘‘no’’ on rollcall 
vote No. 444, ‘‘no’’ on rollcall vote No. 445, 
‘‘aye’’ on rollcall vote No. 446, ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall 
vote No. 447, ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall vote No. 448, 
‘‘aye’’ on rollcall vote No. 449, and ‘‘no’’ on 
rollcall vote No. 450.

MOKELUMNE RIVER FEASIBILITY 
STUDY 

SPEECH OF 

HON. RICHARD W. POMBO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 22, 2004

Mr. POMBO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to speak in 
favor of H.R. 4045. In San Joaquin County, 
California, water supplies are being depleted. 
The region suffers from highly significant 
groundwater overdraft and saline intrusion. 
This bill provides a much needed solution to 
this growing problem. 

H.R. 4045 authorizes $3 million in federal 
funding to complete studies that will examine 
additional surface water supplies, and improve 
water supply reliability and environmental pro-
tection for the Bay-Delta Region. 

The project’s multi-year evaluation would in-
volve the participation and cooperation of a 
wide range of regional stakeholders and would 
provide information important to statewide 
water resource and environmental protection 
efforts. 

Areas that will be aided by this bill include 
Stockton, Lodi, Lockeford, Clements, Water-
loo, Farmington, Linden, Wallace, Camp Seco 
and Valley Springs. 

A clean, safe water supply is essential to 
sustain our growing communities. Mr. Speak-
er, I urge my colleagues to support this impor-
tant legislation.
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NATIVE AMERICAN VETERANS 
HOME LOAN ACT OF 2004

HON. STEPHANIE HERSETH 
OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 28, 2004

Ms. HERSETH. Mr. Speaker, today I am in-
troducing the Native American Veterans Home 
Loan Act of 2004. This Act will extend the Na-
tive American veteran housing loan pilot pro-
gram until December 31, 2008. 

The VA pilot program provides direct home 
loans to eligible Native American veterans 
who wish to purchase, construct, or improve a 
home on Native American trust lands. This ex-
tension will allow more veterans living on trust 
lands to take advantage of this important ben-
efit, which is scheduled to expire on Decem-
ber 31, 2005. 

Since its inception of the pilot program in 
1992, the VA has made more than 400 direct 
loans to Native American veterans, which can 
be used to purchase, construct, or improve a 
home on Native American trust land. The VA 
direct loans are generally limited to either the 
cost of the home or $80,000, depending on 
which is less. 

For a veteran to be able to participate in this 
program, the veteran’s tribe must have en-
tered into a Memorandum of Understanding, 
MOU, with the VA. To date, the VA has en-
tered into MOUs with a total of 68 Native 
American tribes and Native Groups throughout 
the country. VA field personnel have con-
ducted outreach with the following tribes in 
South Dakota: Cheyenne River Sioux, Crow 
Creek Sioux, Lower Brule, Oglala Lakota 
Sioux, Rosebud Sioux, Sisseton-Wahpeton 
Sioux, Standing Rock, and the Yankton Sioux. 
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